Then he showed Four 
Lights when he wished 
them to set full sail 
and follow in his wake. 


VoL. X, No. 1 


Importance of Point Four 


Deeply concerned that ali members of 
the WILPF :ealize fully the importance 
of Point Four, Dr. Olive Reddick sub- 
mitted to the Executive Committee in 
March plans ior a conference. This will 
afford an opportunity to learn the facts 
involved in the operation of the U. S. 
Government plans and how it can be 
expanded to a bold new program ade- 
quate to the challenge of world crisis. 
In addition to the Institute and the 
regular routine of business meetings 
there will be a Leadership Training 
Course and pleasurable features of a 
summer vacation — a Four-in- One 
Annual Meeting from Sunday evening. 
June 18, to Saturday noon, June 24. 
All this will be shared and enjoyed at 
beautiful and historic Cazenovia Junior 
College, Cazenovia, N. Y. 


Recently President Truman’s request 
for $45,000,000 for American technical 
aid to raise standards in and develop 
economic possibilities of undeveloped 
areas for the twelve months beginning 
July 1, was scaled down by the House 
to $25,000,000. On April 8 a State De- 
partment official publicly deplored the 
fact that little expression of public dis- 
approval of this action had reached the 
State Department. At the hearings on 
the Government plan held by the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee interest in 
the point of view of peace groups was 
evident. Senator Connally asked leaders 
of Quakers and of the Federal Council 
of Churches whether they disapprove of 
Point Four. Unless one is aware of the 
significance of Point-Four to world se- 
curity, there can be neither approval of 
the plan nor disapproval of its hin- 
drance, 


35th 


ANNUAL MEETING PROMISES RARE WEEK IN JUNE 


BERTHA McNEILL, VICE-PRESIDENT, U. S. SECTION 


ANNIVE 


Lectures and Discussions 

The Institute will offer an exciting 
and tremendously important series of 
evening lectures and discussions. Point 
Four PLUS, with emphasis on the 
PLUS will be the theme. Can interna- 
tional economic cooperation with eco- 
nomic development be a substitute for 
armaments? The answer will be seri- 
ously sought in the ideas of such speak- 
ers as Mr. Harold Isaacs, on Political 
Movements in Underdeveloped Coun- 
tries; Dr. Ernest Kalibala, representa- 
tive from Uganda, East Africa, at the 
United Nations, on Africa; and Dr. 
Dewey Anderson, Director of the Pub- 
lic Affairs Institute, on A Bold New 
Program, a study of the organizing, con- 
trolling, and financing of the program. 
May we not expect the sparking of our 
own imagination? The stimulus for the 
action the time—or rather the lack of 
it—demands? 

Of course, the necessary background 
material will be presented: our economic 
and political dilemma, discussed by Clar- 
ence Senior. The United States Govern- 
ment program will be presented by 
Isadore Lubin, from the State Depart- 
ment. Food and Population problems 
and solutions will be presented by Con- 
rad Taeuber, from the United Nations 
Food and Agricultural Organization. 
Henry S. Block will tell us about the 
United Nations Program of Technical 
Assistance to Underdeveloped Countries. 
and Allan R. Holmberg will discuss 
Economic Change and Cultural Values. 


Stimulus for Community 

Every evening will be devoted to 
these questions. What an opportunity 
to hear directly from men who speak 
authoritatively!’ Perhaps in some com- 
munities teachers are being required to 
take “in-service” courses. This institute 


RSARY YEAR 


may serve as the type recognized by 
school officials as likely to extend the 
teachers horizon giving greater vitality 
to their views or increase community 
interest in world affairs. Instructors 
themselves may welcome a means of 
dramatizing sociology, history or eco- 
nomics. It is a program seriously plan- 
ned, one to appeal to men as well as 
women, to younger as well as older 
members. 

Dr. Reddick also outlined the Leader- 
ship Training Course, to be given under 
the direction of Mrs. Dorothy M. Bil- 
lings, a eompetent leader from Newton, 
Mass. For six mornings members in- 
terested in stimulating the growth and 
enthusiasm of branches will have work- 
shop activities in total program plan- 
ning and demonstration of WIL meet- 


ings. 


Vacation with a Purpose: 


One with fun and fellowship thrown in 
for good measure. Fellowship through- 
out the sessions, whether in leohedlip 
classes, in business meetings, or in the 
evening forum. In addition the pro- 
gram has been designed to provide op- 

rtunities for WIL members to get 

tter acquainted. Special people will 
arrange for good times. 

During the afternoons one may choose 
golf, tennis, bathing or boating. Or one 
may just “loaf and invite his soul” on 
Cazenovia’s lovely site, or hike over a 
section rich in historical lore. For the 
children who come, the spirit of vaca- 
tioning may be kept, for provision for 
their supervision both in the n 
and on the playground will be fhe | 

The Executive Committee received Dr. 
Reddick’s report with enthusiasm. All 
anticipate with keen pleasure the Four- 
in-One Annual Meeting and Vacation 


with a Purpose. 


pay 
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INTRODUCING THE NOMINEES FOR NATIONAL BOARD 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOTING 
Please mark nine (9) names—no more—and mail ballot to Jane Addams House, 2006 
Walnut Sireet, Philadelphia 3, Pa., to arrive before June 8, 1950. Enclose in an envelope with your 
name and address CLEARLY PRINTED in the upper left-hand corner of the envelope. 
Polls close in Cazenovia Tuesday, June 20, 2:00 P. M. Your membership must be verified 
before ballot is accepted. Envelope showing name and address will be destroyed before ballot is 


examined. 


According to the Constitution, Art. V. Sec. 1. “The National Board of Directors shall consist 
of national officers. the state presidents, the chairman of standing committees, two members of 
WILPF, Inc. to be appointed annually by the National Board, eighteen elected members, and such 
other members (not to exceed nine) as the National Board of Directors may at its discretion add 


at any lime.” 


Art. [X. See. 1: “The elective members of the National Board of Directors shall be elected 
ai the Annua! Meeting for a term of two years—-nine being elected each year. \ny member not 
present at the meeting may vote by mailing a duly signed ballot, which must be received before 


the polls close . . .” 


The ballot herewith does not contain the names of State Presidents. the two members of 
WILPF, Inc.; or the members elected last year. The names of the new National Board will be 


published in FOUR LIGHTS in the July Number. 


ATKINS, BLANCHE, St. Cloud. Minn. 

clubs in summer. On faculty of St. Cloud Teachers’ College for many 
clubsin summer. On faculty of St. Cloud Teachers’ College for many 
years during which time gave home to several American young women. 
two Japanese and one Chinese while completing their education. Foreign 
girls were sent by two missionary sisters from Turkey and Malaya. 
Since World War II has collected and after getting mended, shipped 
three tons of clothes and soap to AFSC for Europe, a ton of clothing 
to negroes wiih individual packages to individuals. Secretary and Treas: 
urer of St. Cloud WILPF Branch. member of FOR and WCTU president. 
BAIRD. GRACE ELIZABETH, Detroit, Mich. 

Public School Teacher—Special Education member of International 
Committee of American Federation of Teachers. In WILPF: Recording 
Secretary Michigan Branch 1946-49; Chairman Ways and Means Michi- 
gan Branch 1949-50. 

BEARDSLEY, HELEN MARSTEN (Mrs. John), Los Angeles, Calif. 

Former Teacher and Social Worker. On board of S. Calif. Branch 
American Civil Liberties Union. On Pacific Coast Executive Committee 
of FOR. On Advisory Committee Student Christian Association of Oc 
cidental College. In WIL: On Boards of Los Angeles, State and Nationa!. 
Delegate to Copenhagen Congre-= sumiacr of 1949. 

BELL. MARGARET FLEMING (Mrs. Henry J.), Philadelphia, Pa. 

Housewife; United Peace Chest. 1943. In WIL: Member since 
1917; Treasurer Pa. Branch, 1947; National Treasurer, 1947, 

BENDA, DR. ELIZABETH, Arlington, Mass. 

Member of the Board of Massachusetts Branch WIL. Chairman of 
the International Committee WIL. Holds M. D. degree from the Uni- 
versity of Jena, Germany. Was present, as alternate, at the Copenhagen 
Conference in 1949. 

BILLINGS, DOROTHY M. (\Mir-. Louis F.). Newton Centre, Mass. 

Attended Columbia Teachers’ College; mother of two sons; owner 
and manager of business concern for ten years: worked for government 
in Bureau of Labor Statistics; President Auburndale Woman’s Club. 
1943-45: member of Memorial Forest Commiitee of Massachusettts State 
Federaiion of Women’s Clubs: member of Newton Community Council; 
director in General Alliance of Unitarian Church; first Vice-President 
of Newton Federation on Women’s Clubs. In WIL: Board Member of 
Massachusetis Branch; Finance Chairman of Massachusetts Branch: 
Mresident of Newton Branch. 

BRAINARD. ELEANOR H. (Mrs. William E.), Towson, Md. 

Born in Canada. Graduate work (M. A.) Cornell. 1928-32, director 
of Week Day Religious Educaiion in Ithaca, New York. 1937, wrote 
“Broken Guns.” 1940, President Cleveland. Ohio. Branch of WIL. 
1949-50. Corresponding Secretary Baltimore Branch WIL. 

BRAY, EMMA G. (Mrs. George G.), Pittsburgh. Pa. 

Teacher and principal. Member Allegheny Planning Committee. 
In: WIL; Recording Secretary Pittsburgh Branch; President Pittsburgh 
Branch; Executive Secretery; Pennsylvania Board; Chairman, National 
Civil Liberties Committee; member National Board. 

BUSSEY, GERTRUDE B., Baltimore, Md. 

President Baltimore Branch, 1942-44; Professor of Philosophy 
Goucher College. Executive Committee Maryland Civil Liberties Com- 
mittee 1942. Fellowship Church 1943. Board Baltimore Open Forum 
1925. Baltimore YWCA 1925. In WIL: National President 1939-41: 
National Vice-President 1941; Member National Policy Committee: 
Delegate to both Luxembourg Congress in 1946 and Copenhagen Con- 
ference in 1949; one of three International Co-Chairmen. 

BUZZARD, EDITH (Mrs. J. F.). Altoona, Pa. 

Member Blair County Children’s Aid Society, 1945; President Al- 
toona Civic Symphony, 1939-41; Past President Blair County Medical 
Auxiliary; Organizer and sponsor of Beta Sigma Phi Sororities. In 
WIL: Vice-President Blair County Branch, 1942-47; President Blair 
County Branch, 1947-50; Member of the National Board, 1949, 
CHANCE. LOIS M. (Mrs. Homer R.), Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Member and Program Chairman of Ann Arbor Friends Meeting; 
Membership and Oversight Committee Chairman of Friends Meeting. 
Tn WIL: Secretary-Treasurer and Finance Chairman Ann Arbor Branch. 
1948-50; Member National Organization Extension Committee, 1949, 


CLEARY. JEANNETTE (Mrs. George C.), Highland Park, Mich. 

Newspaper, advertising, publicity and magazine work, 1922-31; 
social work, 1927-28; sales representative Book House for Children, 
1937-47; Highland Park Council of PTA, 1947-50. In WIL: Vice-Presi- 
dent Detroit Branch, 1944-46; President Michigan State Branch, 1946-49. 
COLBY, RUTH GAGE (Mrs. Woodward), St. Paul, Minn. 7 

Accredited by State Department to the U. N. conferences at San 
Francisco, Lake Success and Paris as a non-governmental representative 
in social welfare and the peace movemeni; delegaie to the recent Inter- 
national Conference on Child Welfare, Stockhoim, on the ?efugee Child: 
then to Egypt to extend work of Egyptian Union for Child Welfare and 
to help in the Arab refugee program. and ‘to lecture at the American 
College for Girls at Cairo University. In. Wil: \.ember of the National 
Board since 1933; represented the U.S. Section at the U. N. meeting in 
Paris; delegate to the Copenhagen Conference in 1949; recently com- 
pleted a speaking trip for the National Office. 

DREW, DORA (Mrs. Howard P.), Hartford, Conn. 

Member Board of Directors, YWC4: Member Board of Directors. 
Hartford Branch American Red Cross; Board Member National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews: Member Executive Board Women’s 
League; Consulting Committee of (60) Cltub of Union Settlement. In 
WIL: for the Hartford Branch, Legislative Chairman, 1944-46; Publicity 
Chairman, 1948; Member National Board since 1948: Nominating Com- 
mittee National Board, 1948. 

ELFENBEIN, ELSIE (Mrs. Hiram), Jersey City, N. J. 

Former Administrator Secretary Workers’ Defense Council; Execu- 
tive Secretary Post War Worid Council, 1943; Vice-Chairman National 
Committee on Publicity, National Council of Jewish Women, 1945; 
member Steering Committee National Peace Conference. In WIL: for- 
mer Chairman Hudson County Branch; Former New Jersey State Presi- 
dent; National Vice President; member National Executive Committee. 
GREENE, GLADYS (Mrs.), West Los Angeles, Calif. 

Los Angeles Board WIL. 1931-50; Los Angeles Branch President. 
1937-37; California State WIL Secretary, 1937-41; California State WIL 
President, 1941-49, 

GULLINS, EDNA D. (Mrs. William R.), Philadelphia, Pa. 

President Conference Branch Missionary Society, 1929-31; Com- 
missioner, Philadelphia Fellowship Commission. In WIL: Member 
Pennsylvania State Board and Executive Committee: Acting Secretary 
Human Rights Committee for Pennsylvania; National Board, 1947-50; 
has gone on speaking trips for both the Pennsylvania and National 
Boards. 

HUNTER, WAVE (Mrs. R. C.), Delaware, O. 

Active in work for prison reform, race relations, conscientious ob- 
jectors. In WIL: member for many years: worked on numerous com- 
mittees within the Delaware, Ohio Branch; President of the Delaware 
Ohio WIL. 

JOHNSTON, BERNA, Highland Park, Mich. 

Organized Women’s Division Highland Park Police Department. 
In WIL: Vice-President Detroit Branch, 1949-50 Publiciiy Chairman 
Detroit and Michigan State Branches, 1946-49, 

LARSON, ELEANOR (Mrs. Per M.). Minneapolis. Minn. 

Member of the Board of Minneapolis Council of Church Women 
for five years, was a Vice-President from 1945-47; on Board of Minne- 
apolis Presbyterian Society, 1947-50 on Board of the American Christian 
Palestine Committee, 1945-48; on Board of Minneapolis World Affairs 
Council, 1948-50. In WIL: Minneapolis Branch Chairman, 1942-48; 
— State Board for last ten years; National Board member, 
MacGOW AN, EDNA B. (Mrs. Kenneth). Los Angeles, Calif. 

Artist Pacifist since 1917. In WIL: Member Los Angeles Board 
Chairman Luxembourg Congress Fund of California; Member National 
rate Chairman Pan Pacific Relations Committee of National Board, 
McCOMBS, SARAH H. (Mrs. Glenn). Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Legislative Chairman, Women’s Alliance. First’ Unitarian Church: 
Co-editor, bulletin Social Action Commitiee. First Unitarian Church; 
member city-wide Public Affairs Committee. YWCA: Treasurer. Pitts: 
burgh Committee of ACLU; member, Allegheny County Committee for 


Protestant Displaced Persons. In WIL: Member Executive Bo»rd, Pitts- 
burgh Branch since 1940; President Pittsburgh Branch, 1946-48; mem- 
ber National Board: Chairman, Committee on Refugees and Displaced 
Persons. 

MOOS, STELLA (Mrs. Joseph), Jenkintown, Pa. 

’ Social Worker; Trustee Oak Lane Couniry Day School member 
Board Community Health Center. 1933: Vice-President, 1945. In WIL: 
Chairman Membersiiip Committee. Montgomery County; Pennsylvania 
Board, 1926; Co-Chairman Pennsylvania Finance Committee, 1928: 
Secretary National Board, 1941; Chairman Peace Economy Shop Com- 
mittee; National Executive Committee. 

MULLER, MAUDE (Mes. Frederick W.. Jr.), Media, Pa. 

Former Teacher Deiroit Public School; President Philadelphia 
Chapter National League of American Pen Women 1950-51; Member 
Bryn Mawr Art Center. {n WIL 14 years: President Drexel Hill Branch: 
Two years (1948-50) President Delaware County Board WIL; 1949-50. 
National Chairman Art for Friendship of WiL; 1949-50, Pennsylvania 
State Board WIL. 

POLSTER, BETTY (Mrs. Norman), Bryn Gweled Homesteads, Hunting: 
don Valley, Pa. 

Publicity Chairman Bucks County Branch, 1948; Organization 
Chairman Bucks County Branch, 1949; Corresponding Secretary Na- 
tional Board, 1949-50; Member Executive Committee, 1949-50; Advisory 
Member National Organizaiion Extension Committee. 1949, 

RHOADS, ELIZABETH, Moorestown, N. J. 

Visiting Nurse Associztion of Philedeiphia, 1931-32; Secretary 
Philadelphia Association of T. b, Clinics and Philadelphia Health 
Council, 1933-37. In WIL: Secretary Burlington County Branch, 1945-46; 
President Burlington County Branch, 1946-48; Assistant Secretary, Na 
tional Board, 1947-50; Corresponding Secretary Burlingion County 
Branch, 1949-50; Delegate to the Copenhagen Conference in 1949; 
Office Manager of Jane \ddams House, Philadelphia. 

RISEMAN, META (Mrs. Harry). Dryden, Mich. 

Teacher, 1925-30: Camp Director, 1940; Secretary Detroit Post 
War World Council and Keep America Out of War Committee, 1939-41; 
Girl Scout Leader. 1947-50; President of Dryden PTA, 1948-49. In WIL: 
President Detroit Branch, 1941-43; President of Michigan Branch, 1943- 
46; National Chairman of Committee on Anti-Semitism, 1943-46; Na- 
tional Coordinator of Division of Human Rights. 1947-50; Member of 
National Board. 

ROBINOW, ANNEMARIE, Providence, R. I. 

Came from Germany, spent seven years in Chile; X-Ray technician; 
Laboratory technician; Professional Women’s Clubs of Beneficient 
Church—Chairman of its Social Action Committee for 1950; founder 
and member of Urban League Guild, 1949; represenis Providence 
Branch on Rhode Island World Affairs Council. 

ROBINSON, DOROTHY (Mrs. Orris G.), Washington, D. C. 

Wife of Methodist minisier; continous service in church and inter- 
racial organizations. In WIL: President local and state organizations. 
President U. S. Section. 1941-46, National Treasurer; Consultative Mem- 
ber of the International Executive Committee: member of National 
Policy Committee; delegate of the U. S. Section to both the Luxembourg 
and Copenhagen Congresses; International Treasurer. 

SAUNDERS, HARRIET S. (Mrs. Harry J.), Chicago, Ill. 

Teacher; active church worker; Chairman of City Planning for 
several years of the Women’s City Club of Cincinnati. In WIL: One of 
the original members of the WIL Branch in Cincinnati; member of the 
Chicago Board. 


SAVAGE, ZOE MEADE (Mrs.), Whittier, Calif. 

_ Librarian. University of Chicago Library and organizing public 
libraries. Community work for Country Life Department of Presby- 
terian Board, 1917-1; extension work in Connecticut, University of 
Connecticut and U. S. Department of Agriculture; social work in Boston. 


1930-33: In WIL: President of Los Angeles WIL, 1948-50. 


SHAW, ALMA D. (Mrs. Mark), Melrose. Mass. 

High School Teacher; missionary work in Japan after marriage: 
visited China and Korea; associated with Mr. Shaw in N. E. office of the 
National Council for the Prevention of War: Chairman of the Council 
of Church Women of Melrose, Mass. In WIL: Member of the Executive 


Board, Massachusetts Branch; Chairman Program Committee; Treasurer 
of the Massachusetts Branch; member National Board, 1948. 


SMITH, BERNICE L. (Mrs. Robert A.), West Hartford, Conn. 

Active in peace organizations. In WIL: Secretary Hartford Branch. 
1945-48; Vice-President Hartford Branch, 1948-49; President Hartford 
Branch, 1949-50; member National Board. 

TITUS, RUTH BENEDICT (Mrs. Harold), Traverse City, Mich. 

Former hospital dietician; pacifist through both World Wars. In 
WIL: Organizer and president Traverse City Branch; Vice-President 
Michigan State Branch. 

VOGEL, EDITH (Mrs. Joseph), Delaware, O. 

Member of the WIL for years. Treasurer of the Delaware, Ohio. 
Branch; Chairman of Publicity for the Branch and Branch Delegate 
to National Board Meetings. 

WALSER, GLADYS, (Mrs. T. D.), New York, N Y 

With husband in Japan under Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in U S A, 1916-42; Industrial Head of Kahokan 
Social Settlements, Tokyo, 1917-31; teacher in three women’s universities. 
Tokyo, 1941-42 Returned on Grishholm, 1942; member of the Women 
United for the United Nations; of the Race Relations Committee of the 
American Civil Liberties Union; the Committee on Women in World 
Affairs and the Fellowship of Reconciliation In WIL: National Com- 
mittee on Japanese in U. S. A., 1943-46; Field Worker, N. Y., 1945-46; 
Field Representative for the National, 1946; Accredited Observer to the 
U. N. for the U. S. Section; and Liaison with other women’s organiza- 
tions. Member of the National Board and National Executive Com- 
mittee. 

WARREN, JESSIE A., Seattle, Wash. 

High school teacher in social science department of Garfield High 
School, Seattle. At present in counseling department of Garfie'd High; 
Planning Committee for Washington State Institute of International Re- 
lations; Board of the NAACP; Commitice of Management of the East- 
side Branch, YWCA; member of Urban League and Chvisiian Friend- 
for Racial Equality. In WIL: Member for five years; treasurer of 
Seattle Branch for three years; responsible for welfare program with 
Stuttgart Branch. 

— ELIZABETH WILLIAMS (Mrs. Thomas M.), Highland Park, 
ic 

Former kindergarten teacher, Detroit Public Schools; Family Case 
Worker. Detroit, 1921-47; Governor's Committee for Displaced Persons; 
National Board of Girls’ Friendly Society. In WIL: Chairman Detroit 
Branch, 1948-49; Chairman Michigan Branch, 1949-50, WIL member 
for many years. 

WOODRUFF, ALICE M. (Mrs. C. Eugene), Northville, Mich. 

Instructor in Physiology, Flower Hospital, New York, 1925-27; As- 
sistant in Physiology Vanderbilt Medical School, 1927; Research As- 
sistant in Pathology at Vanderbilt. 1928-31: President Vanderbilt 
Woman’s Club, 1931-33; President Nashville WIL, 1932-34; President 
Northville WIL, 1936-38. then 1942-49: President Michigan Branch, 
1938-40; National Board, 1942-44, 1947-49; Chairman Nominating Com- 
mittee, 1940-41, 1948-49; Chairman Committee on Puerto Rico. 1941-49: 
Chairman Organization Extension Committee, 1949. 


AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION 
Proposed to Annual Meeting, 1950, 
by the National Executive Committee 
(Changes are in italics. Present wording in parenthesis. ) 
ARTICLE V—SectTion 1. Nationat Boarp OF Directors 
The National Board of Directors shall consist of the ua- 
tional officers, the state presidents, the chairmen of standing 
committees, two members of the WILPF Inc.. to be appointed 
annually by the National Board of Directors. Twenty-four 
Elected Members (eighteen elected members) Twelve to be 
elected each year for a two-year term, and such other members 
(not to exceed twelve (nine) as the National Board of Directors 
may at its discretion add at any time. 


BALLOT — Polls Close 2 P.M. - Tuesday, June 20 


ATKINS. BLANCHE 

BAIRD, GRACE ELIZABETH 
BEARDSLEY, HELEN MARSTEN 
BELL. MARGARET FLEMING 
BENDA. DR. ELIZABETH 
BILLINGS. DOROTHY 
BRAINARD. ELEANOR H. 
BRAY. EMMA G. 

BUSSEY. GERTRUDE B. 
BUZZARD. EDITH 

CHANCE, LOIS M. 

CLEARY, JEANNETTE 
COLBY. RUTH GAGE 
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DREW. DORA 
ELFENBEIN, ELSIE 
GREENE, GLADYS 
GULLINS, EDNA A. 
HUNTER. WAVE 
JOHNSTON. BERNA 
LARSON, ELEANOR 
MacGOWAN, EDNA B. 
McCOMBS. SARAH H. 
MOOS. STELLA 
MULLER, MAUDE 
POLSTER. ELIZABETH 
RHOADS, ELIZABETH 


RISEMAN. META 
ROBINOW, ANNEMARIE 
ROBINSON. DOROTHY M. 
SAUNDERS. HARRIET S. 
SAVAGE, ZOE MARIE 
SHAW. ALMA D. 

SMITH. BERNICE L. 
TITUS. RUTH BENEDICT 
VOGEL. EDITH 
WALSER, GLADYS 
WARREN. JESSIE A. 
WEBER. ELIZABETH W. 
WOODRUFF, ALICE M. 


1 


FOUR LIGHTS 


Owned and published by Women's Interna- 
tional League for Peace and Freedom: National 
Literature Department, 2006 Walnut St., Phila. 
3, Pa. Entered as second class matter May 12, 
1942, at the post-office, Phila., Pa., under the 
Act of March 3, 1879. Pub. monthly except 
Aug. and Sept. Subscription 50c—Single, 5c. 
Nat'l Legis. Off., 1734 F St. N.W., Wash., D.C. 


What Is Treason in a Cold 
War? 


The Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities recently pointed out to the Presi- 
dent the need to define more clearly 
the terms of ‘Ireason as they would per- 
tain to The Cold War. It is a tantalizing 
subject. 

One of the important aspects of the 
Cold War is the battle of words and wits, 
‘These words are coldly and cleverly cal- 
culated to influence the peoples, whose 
governments have been made unstable 
by war, to choose between two force- 
ful, though opposing economic systems. 
They attempt to go even further, using 
propaganda to undermine governments 
already established which embrace the 
ideology of the alleged enemy. ‘Thus 
by staggering the faith of the people in 
their leaders, the parties in a Cold War 
expect to bring about a change in the 
political picture more favorable to their 
own ends. Each promises a truer Utopia 
of Economic Security by extolling the 
virtues of their system, by playing up 
the weaknesses and playing down the 
merits of the other’s system. It is of 
necessity a deliberate distortion of truth. 
On the surface it would seem that an at- 
tempt on the parts of individuals or 
groups of individuals to interfere with 
their government’s purposes in these 
efforts would constitute an act of trea- 


son. 

Who would these individuals be? 
Obviously, those who would see the op- 
position win. Not so obviously, those 
who weaken the vitality of their democ- 
racy, by restricting freedoms to further 
selfish ends, in short, those who give 
substance to the propaganda directed 
them. And somewhere in the middle 
would be that vast majority of human 
beings whose hearts are slow to learn 
what their minds perceive quickly and 
clearly: that a Cold War is psychological 
preparation for a Hot War: that to en- 
dorse the Cold War is to be a willing 
victim of its propaganda, believing the 
distortions which create the suspicions, 
which produce the hysteria, needed to 
encourage the production of arms. It 
requires little imagination to go on 
from there. Guilty of treason then, 
would be those who question the in- 
tegrity of the authors of propaganda, 
those who seek compromise in a mixed 
economy, and those who believe that 
arms and military power are symbolic 
of weakness and not of strength. 

The question arises. Which group is 
guilty of treason in the long run, (if 
we are granted a long run) and who is 
to decide the evidence of their guilt? 


Loyalty Bills 
The widespread support of bills de- 


signed to control subversive activities 

is a sure sign of the increasing fear 

sweeping over the American people. 

Recognition of, and respect for, basic 

rights are sure to diminish in times of 

danger and rights are readily sacrificed 
in the name of the public good. 

In opposing Loyalty Bills, Committees 
on Un-American Activities, etc. (Federal 
and State), the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom is neither 
blind to present dangers nor indifferent 
to the public good. We base our opposi- 
tion on the following grounds: 

1. Proposed measures, while purport- 
ing to protect democracy, are 
themselves subversive, since they 
undermine the basic principle ot 
democracy—faith in the ability of 
the individual to think for himself. 

2. Measures designed to suppress one 
view such as Communism are sure 
to lead to the suppression of other 
ideas which go counter to accepted 
social patterns. 

3. Such measures obscure the clear 
distinction that should be main- 
tained between thought and action. 
No person should be tried or con- 
demned because of opinion, or be- 
cause of association with others 
holding unpopular opinions. While 
it is frequently difficult to dis- 
tinguish between an idea and an 
incitement to action, since all ideas 
sincerely held are likely to eventu- 
ate in action, failure to make this 
distinction leads to a situation in 
which men are afraid of critical 
thinking. 

4. The climate of unthinking con- 
formity induced by such measures 
endangers future progress. In all 
fields, greater knowledge can be 
obtained only if there is the pos- 
sibility of criticizing established 
ideas and of examining all possible 
alternatives. While no suppressive 
measures can prevent the freedom 
of the individual to think for him- 
self, they make such independent 
thinking more difficult by persecut- 
ing those who practice it. 

5. The machinery necessary to ad- 
minister such measures tends to- 
wards the creation of a police state 
in which critical courageous, and 
far sighted citizens are sometimes 
at the mercy of ignorant and un- 
scrupulous spies and informers. 
Whatever the dangers may be from 

imported Fifth Columns, etc., the great- 
est danger lies, we believe, in our lack 
of vigorous faith in our own democratic 
institutions. THE BEST defense of 
freedom is the practice of freedom. 


Assert Yourself 


American civil liberties are again in 
1950 dangerously threatened in Con- 
gress by two almost identical bills 
filed by Senators Mundt and Ferguson 
(S. 2311) and Rep. Nixon (HR 3342). 


Within the W.I.L. 


© The program to be submitted to the 
Annual Meeting and the Questionnaire 
on Candidates are now available. Send 
for them from the Washington Office, 
1734 F. Street, Washington 6, D. C. 


@ Mrs. Constance Hallgarten, one of our 
delegates to Copenhagen Congress, has 
been abroad ever since, chiefly in Ger- 
many. She is a California member who 
is moving East. Originally she was the 
president of our Munich, Bermany 
branch. She reports this has been re- 
organized and now has 150 members. 
She will be glad to speak for WIL 
Branches on her experiences abroad, 
Write to the National Office for further 
details. 


® Heloise Brainerd attended the Na- 
tional Congress of Haitian Women (as 
their guest) in Port au Prince from 
April 10 to 14. 


The Toronto Section of WILPF re- 
ports that for the Sth year it has put 
on its successful “Little Theatre Night.” 
They have been pioneers in bringing 
together music, dance and drama of 
many lands and races, including the 
Canadian Indians. 


© Help the Jane Addams Branch and 
the Organization Extension Committee. 
Send any names of friends who might 
become members or help form a WIL 
in Kentucky to Mary Renwick, Mem- 
bership Secretary, at the Philadelphia 
office. Our work will be more effective 
when we have branches in every state. 


© The U. S. Committee for UNICEF 
has publicized widely the splendid work 
done in Milwaukee by Eleanor Backus 
and Elizabeth Colman. They raised 
$5000 in a UNICEF fund campaign 
and WILPF has received the credit. 
They are offering their collection cans 
and posters to any other branches which 
will put on a similar drive. Write Mrs. 
Edwin Colman, N. Shore Drive, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. We hope this offer will 
be taken up. UNICEF is in a pre- 
carious state of not having enough 
money to go on. Our government will 
not release the remaining $25,000,000 
(part of $75,000,000 it appropriated) 
and seems to be pressing for termina- 
tion of UNICEF this June. 


© An interesting development in the 
Art for Friendship project is its parti- 
cipation in the dedication ceremony of 
the Delaware River as World Friendship 
River on May 18. At the same time the 
people on the Rhine in Central Europe 
will dedicate the Rhine as another 
World Friendship River. Friendship 
among the children in the two river 
valleys will be promoted through the 
exchange of gifts, greeting cards, and 
drawings. 


